ECORATING SOLUTIONS

Five Steps

By Tonia Kimbrough

Master Multilayer Appliqué

Learn how to create a fashion-forward multilayer appliqué design that incorporates lettering and an image.

INTEGRATE CUTTING AND SEWING INTO ONE 5
SEAMLESS PROCESS WITH A LASER BRIDGE

MACHINE.This design was created on a laser bridge machine, DETERMINE
but it could also be done on a single-head embroidery laser. THE RIGHT
How you digitize the design will depend on which machine LASER POWER

you buy and which system you use. There are two types of

systems. In one type, the digitizing software and laser-cutting . COM PLETE YOUR y

software allow you to digitize the design, and it autornatically
distinguishes between stitching and cutting. The other type of : MUDL.Eréll-GA NER

system requires you to digitize the design and import it into a
laser-cutting program, which determines the cut lines.
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CONSIDER HOW EACH LAYER WILL AFFECT THE
GARMENT’S STABILITY. The white background layer has to
be first as the other layers are sewn on top. However, because
the blue and the tan layers don't overlap, you have the option

of which to sew first. Because the blue streams stretch across a
wider portion of the sweatshirt, it's better to sew this layer down
first. You always want to sew down the appliqué first and the let-
tering second. This minimizes distortion and puckering that can
occur when doing lettering.
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MEASURE FABRIC SIZE. Your fabric pieces need to be large
enough to cover the cut design area, but not so big that there
will be too much waste. In general, aim to have about an extra
inch of fabric around the cut design’'s outer edge. This gives
enough to allow for a margin of error without sacrificing more
than is needed.
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CHOOSE THE RIGHT FABRIC. One of the greatest advan-
tages of using an embroidery laser is that there’s no longer a
requirement for material to have some stiffness, as is needed for

traditional appliqué. In laser embroidery, once the fabric swatch SAMPLE COURTESY OF CAR-
e 1aid i it ; it ROLL, IA-BASED THE GRAPHIC
is laid in thg hoop, it's not moved again until Ltg sewn down gnd E5GE CIRCLE 7 N EREE
the excess is pulled away. Some options growing in popularity INFO CARD. PHOTOGRAPHY:
for laser embroidery are fleece, jersey and synthetic felt. HENRY BERNSTEIN.

TIP: “If you want to give this design more dimension, the
horse could be done in felt, which will create a raised effect.
Sometimes combining a matte fabric such as jersey with the
shinier poly twill also can create a nice effect. The possibili-
ties are endless,” says Ed Balady, president of BITO USA, who
provided the five steps. BITO is the exclusive U.S. distributor of
Proel TSI embroidery and standalone laser equipment.
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